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reference   to   prisoners  other than  Prisoner himself, and (ii) the
letter is likely to give rise to political controversy.

With regard to the first ground, Prisoner submits that the
letter contains no references that are not strictly relevant to Pri-
soner's own personal condition and welfare.

With regard to the second ground, Prisoner respectfully con-
tends that the possibility of a public controversy cannot be a valid
ground to deprive a prisoner of the right of sending a quarterly
letter of welfare to friends and relatives. The implication of the
ground is, in Prisoner's opinion, dangerous in the extreme, it being
that an Indian prison is a secret department. Prisoner contends
that Indian prisons are an open public department subject to criti-
cism by the public in the same manner as any other department.

Prisoner contends that his said letter is strictly one containing
information regarding his personal welfare. References to other
prisoners were necessary to complete the information. Prisoner
would gladly correct mis-statements or exaggeration if any be dis-
covered to him. But to send the letter in the mutilated manner
suggested by the Government would be to give an erroneous
idea of his condition to his friends.

Unless, therefore, the Government will forward Prisoner's
letter subject to such correction that may be found necessary, Pri-
soner has no desire to exercise the right of sending to friends a
letter of welfare, which right becomes of doubtful value under the
restrictions imposed by the Government under the said orders,

M. K. GANDHI
PRISONER No, 8677

From a handwritten copy: S.N. 8013; also Toung India, 28-2-1924

64.    LETTER TO HAKIM AJMAL KHAW
YERAVDA JAIL,
May 12, 1922
DEAR  HAKIMJI,
I wrote to you on 14th April a long letter giving you full
information about myself. It contained messages among others to
Mrs. Gandhi and Devdas. The Government have just passed
orders refusing to send the letter unless I would remove material
parts of it. They have given grounds for their decision, but as a
* This letter also was withheld by the Jail authorities.